THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK 


Quran Stories for Little Hearts 


by 
SANIYASNAIN KHAN 


Those who were given the holy book 
before the Quran are called the People 
of the Book or Ahi al-Kitab. It usually 


means the Jews and the Christians. 


In general the Quran gives them a very 
special status: 


“There are among the People of the 
Book some who are upright; who recite 
Allah's message throughout the night, 
and prostrate themselves before Him. “ 


The Quran goes on to say about them: 


“They believe in Allah and the Last Day, and 


enjoin the doing of what is right and forbid 
the doing of what is wrong and compete 
with one another in doing good works.” 


Muslims are asked to argue with them 
in “the most courteous manner:” 


“Say: ‘We believe in that which is 
revealed to us and which was revealed 
to you, Our God and your God is one. 
To Him we surrender ourselves.” 


The Quran further encourages talk of beliefs held 
by Jews, Christians and Muslims alike: 


“Say: People of the Book! Come to that belief 


which we and you hold in common: that we will 
worship only God, that we will treat none as His 
equal, and that none of us shall take human 
beings as gods besides Him.” 


Among the other People of the Book, the 
Quran considers the Christians as the 
nearest in brotherly love to the Muslims: 


“The nearest of them in affection to the 
believers are those who say: ‘We are 
Christians.’ That is because there are priests 
and monks among them, and because they 


are free from pride. 


The Quran also mentions many 

prophets who came to the earth 
., we EY 

from time to time to teach the 


divine message to people. Some 
of the prophets are those who are 
held in deep respect by the 
People of the Book. 


The message of all the 
prophets was to worship one 


God and to behave in a good 
way, as preached by them. 


ive major 
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given here: 
. Adam (Adam) = 
. Idris (Enoch) = 
. Nuh (Noah) = 
. Hud ss 


. Lut (Lot) 

. Yaqub (Jacob) x5 
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. Ilyas (Elias or Elijah) = 
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. Zakariyya (Zachariah) = 
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. Isa (Jesus) = 

. Muhammad & 


“¢ 


Some of these prophets were given divine 


Books (kutub) and som jiven 
Scriptures (uuthTha baok revealed to 


the Prophet Musa (Moses) = was known 


as Tawrat (the Torah) and the book 
revealed to the Prophet Isa (Jesus) = was 
known as /njil or the Gospel of Jesus. 


In this way the Quran teaches 
us to be tolerant and 
courteous with people of 


other faiths and to present the 
teachings of Islam to them in 
the most cordial manner. 


Find Out More 
To know more about the n and meaning words, look up the 
following parts of the Quran which tells the story of the People of the Book 
Surah AL Imran 3.64; Surah AF Maidan 582 : 
Surah A! rvan 3113-134 Su Anko 2946 
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The Quran is full of exciting stories, adventures, 
teachings and prayers, which show Allah’s love for 
us and explain what He requires from us as 
believers in and sincere servants of our Creator 


The Quran Stories for Little Hearts series is specially 
designed to provide an easy way to help your 
children understand more about the stories of the 
Quran by enjoying them and learning from them in 
a natural way. It's a wonderful way to explain the 
greatest stories of the Quran to children and 


encourage them to explore the meaning and 
purpose of the word of Allah. A simple text 
and magnificent colour illustrations will 
captivate young, active minds. 


The People of the Book is a beautifully 
illustrated and creatively written story. 
It will capture the interest of children 

both at home and in the classroom. 


